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ACTION EA- 14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-20 NSC-07 PA-04 PRS-01 SAM-01 

CIAE-00 INR-11 NSAE-00 RSC-01 DRC-01 /061 W 

124606 

R 200905Z AUG 74 
FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO USIA WASHDC 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 4030 

UNCLAS TOKYO 10799 

USIAC 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

SUBJECT: DETAILED ANALYSIS SANKEI TELEPHONE POLL ON PRESIDENTIAL 
CHANGEOVER 

REF: TOKYO 10549 

1. POST'S ANALYSIS OF GROUP BREAKS PROVIDED BY SANKEI SHIMBUN 
ON AUGUST 9 TOKYO-OSAKA TELEPHONE POLL ON RESIGNATION OF 
PRESIDENT NIXON PROVIDES FEW SURPRISES. 

2. QUESTION ONE: (REACTION TO NIXON RESIGNATION) SUPPORTERS OF 
ALL POLITICAL PARTIES, THOSE WHO GAVE ONLY POLITICAL TENDENCIES 
BUT NO POLITICAL PARTY, AND THOSE DESCRIBING THEMSELVES AS 
POLITICALLY NEUTRAL ALL AGREED THAT EX-PRESIDENT NIXON HAD NO 
ALTERNATIVE TO RESIGNATION. WITH RANGE FROM 65 PERCENT FOR THIS 
RESPONSE (DSP) TO 84 PERCENT (JCP). THOSE WHO DESCRIBED NIXON 
RESIGNATION AS "COURAGEOUS DEED" RELATIVELY HIGH AMONG DSP 
SUPPORTERS (24 PERCENT). KOMEITO SUPPORTERS (17 PERCENT) AND 
LDP ADHERENTS (15 PERCENT). RESPONDENTS DESCRIBING THEMSELVES 
AS JCP SUPPORTERS OR NON-PARTY "PROGRESSIVES" INCLUDED ONLY 

5 PERCENT WHO CONSIDERED RESIGNATION "COURAGEOUS" AND HIGHEST 
PERCENTAGE (84 PERCENT) WHO TOUGHT EX-PRESIDDENT 
HAD NO OTHER CHOICE. ONE OF POLITICAL AFFILIATION GROUPS PROVIDED 
ANY SIGNIFICANT SUPPORT FOR ALTERNATIVES (C) AND (D). 
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3. QUESTION TWO: SUPPORTERS OF JCP (38 PERCENT), KOMEITO (31 
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PERCENT) NON-PARTY "PROGRESSIVES" (30 PERCENT) AND 
THOSE WHO GAVE NO POLITICAL AFFILIATION (29 PERCENT) WERE MOST 
INCLINED VIEW RESIGNATION AS EVIDENCE OF PLITICAL CORRUPTION 
IN AMEERICA. JSP ADHERENTS WERE IN VAN (WITH 49 PERCENT) 

OF THOSE ATTRIBUTING IT TO SOUND DEMOCRACY IN THE USA. JCP 
(53 PERCENT) AND KOMEITO (29 PERCENT) MORE SKEPITCAL THIS 
EXPLANATION. LDP SUPPORTERS AND ON-PARTY PROGRESSIVES TIED IN 
SUPPORT OF U.S. DEMOCRACY AT 45 PERCENT WITH NON-PARTY CON- 
SERVATIVES 44 PERCENT AND POLITICALLY NEUTRAL 38 PERCENT. 
YOUNGER REPONDENTS WERE MORE INCLINED TO ATTRIBUTE 
RESIGNATION TO "POLITICAL CORRUPTION," OLDER ONES TO "SOUND 
DEMOCRACY." 

4. QUESTION 3: (ELEMENTS WITHIN U.S. SOCIETY WHICH STIMULATED 
RESIGNATION) TENDENCY EMPHASIZE CONGRESS.NEWSMEDIA, AND PUBLIC 
OPINION FOUND IN ALL POLITICAL AFFILIATIONS, BUT SOME INTERESTING 
DIFFERENCES. 35 PERCENT OF JCP ADHERENTS AND 26 PERCENT OF KOMEI 
FOLLOWERS ATTRIBUTED DECISION TO PERSONS CLOSE TO THE PRESIDENT, 
WHILE OTHER POOLITICAL COLORATIONS BUNCHED CLOSER TO TOTAL- 
SAMPLE AVERAGE OF 15 PERCENT. NON-PARTY "PROGRESSIVES" (72 
PERCENT) AND JSP SUPPORTERS (65 PERCENT) WERE MOST IMPRESSED 

BY ROLE OF NEWS MEDIA. JCP AND DSP 

(BOTH JUST UNDEF 30 PERCENT) GAVE THE LEAST WEIGHT TO ROLE OF 
CONGRESS. 

5. QUESTION 4 (IMAGE OF AMERICA): YOUNGER RESPONDENTS LESS 
INCLINED FEEL THAT INCIDENT IMPROVED THEIR IMAGE OF USA, WHILE 
OLDER MEMBERS OF SAMPLE MORE POSITIVE. THOSE WHOSE RESPONSE 
TO QUESTION TWO EMPHASIZED SOUND U.S. DEMOCRACY WERE MORE 
LIKELY TO CONSIDER THEIR IMAGE OF AMERICA IMPROVED THAN THOSE 
WHO HAD EMPHASIZED POLITICAL CORRUPTION. 

6. QUESTION 5 (EFFECT ON US-JAPAN RELATIONS): VARIATIONS AMONG 
POLITICAL GROUPINGS NOT LARGE, WITH GREAT MAJORITY EXPECTING NO 
CHANGE. ONLY POLITICAL AFFILIATION WITH SIGNIFICANT PERCENTAGE 
EXPECTING POSSIBLE DETERORATION IN RELATIONSHIP WAS LDP 
SUPPORTERS (6 PERCENT). PALM FOR OPTIMISM ABOUT FUTURE OF 
RELATIONSHIP WENT TO JCP SUPPORTERS, WITH 84 PERCENT EXPECTING 
NO CHANGE, 3 PERCENT EXPECTING THINGS TO GET BETTER, AND ZERO 
ANTICIPATING DETERIORATION. 
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UM VARIATIONS BY OCCUPATION NOT MARKED, ESPECIALLY TO Q4 AND Q5. 
SALARIED WORKERS AND ARTISANS/SHOPKEEPERS MOST INCLINED TO 
CONSIDER RESIGNATION SHOWED SOUNDNESSOF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY, 
WHILE STUDENTS AND UNEMPLOYED/OTHER MOST LIKELY ASCRIBE 
RSSIGNATION TO CORRUPTION. 27 PERCENT OF UNEMPLOYED/OTHER, 
HIGHEST PERCENTAGE ANY OCCUPATINAL GROUP, CONSIDERED NIXON 
RESIGNATION "COURAGEOUS." ACT." 
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